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No.  24d.    THE  PRESIDENT  (STANDING) 
BY  VAN  DEN  BERGEN 


ABRAHAM  LINCOLN 

Dedicatory  Address  upon  the  Unveiling  of  a  Statue  of 
Abraham  Lincoln  at  Clinton,  Illinois,  Armistice 

Day,  November  11, 1931.  i/ifr)  z?^. 

Lawrence  B.  Stringer,  Lincoln,  Illinois. 

(Courtesy  of  the  Illinois  State  Historical  Society,  Springfield,  Illinois.) 


Someone  has  recently  raid— yet 
perhaps  not  so  well  said — that  "there 
is  nothing  new  to  be  told  about  Abrar 
ham  Lincoln." 

As  such  statement  applies  to  the 
old  well-beaten  Lincoln  trails  in  Ken- 
tucky and  southwestern  Indiana  and 
in  and  about  New  Salem  and  Spring- 
field, Illinois,  and  the  comparativelj 
short  stay  of  Mr.  Lincoln  at  the  capi 
tal  of  the  Nation,  there  is  more  or 
less  of  truth  in  the  assertion. 

As  such  statement,  however,  applies 
to  a  region  somewhat  off  these  beaten 
trails,  a  region  which  can  boast  of  a 
Lincoln  history  all  of  its  own,  a  region 
which  was  known  to  the  pioneers, 
and  their  descendants  as  well,  as  the 
Salt  creek  valley  of  cenral  Illinois, 
the  statement  is  not  so  accurate. 

In  the  Lincoln  days,  the  valley  of 
Salt  creek  was  materially  differen- 
tiated as  a  settlement  from  the  valley 
of  the  Sangamon.  Geographically 
speaking,  the  valley  of  the  Salt  was 
then,  as  now,  a  part  of  the  valley  of 
the  Sangamon,  for  Salt  creek,  hav- 
ing its  rise  in  McLean  county,  paral- 
leling the  Sangamon  on  the  north 
some  30  miles  distant,  following  wes- 
terly through  what  is  now  DeWitt 
and  Logan  counties  and  draining  an 
imperial  domain  of  more  than  a 
thousand  square  miles,  emptied  its 
waters  into  the  Sangamon  about  ten 
miles  north  of  Lincoln's  New  Salem. 

Communitively    speaking,    however, 
;he  Salt  and  the  Sanga- 


to  1837,  !he  was  legislatively  en- 
grossed in  the  efforts  to  secure  the 
capital  of  the  state  for  Springfield. 
That  purpose  accomplished,  he 
turned  his  attention  to  other  matters. 

By  the  year  1839,  New  Salem  had 
almost  ceased  to  be,  but  Petersburg, 
hard-by,  which  Mr.  Lincoln  had  him- 
self previously  surveyed,  succeeded 
to  New  Salem's  ambition  to  become  a 
county  seat  of  a  new  county.  The 
pioneers  eastward  in  the  valley  of 
Salt  creek  also  began  movements 
looking  toward  the  creation  of  other 
new  counties  to  be  carved  out  of  San- 
gamon and  Macon.  They  importuned 
Mr.  Lincoln  for  assistance  along  these 
lines. 

Was  it  by  accident  or  choice  that 
the  year  1839  found  Mr.  Lincoln  chair- 
man of  the  Committee  on  Counties  in 
the  General  Assembly?  Unquestion- 
ably, it  was  choice  on  the  part  of  Mr. 
Lincoln.  Assuming  the  position,  he 
remembered  his  friends  in  and  about 
Petersburg  and  eastward  in  the  valley 
of  the  Salt.  He  sympathized  with 
their  ambitions.  As  a  result  and 
largely  through  his  efforts,  February 
8,  1839,  saw  Menard  and  Logan  coun- 
ties established  and  March  2nd  en- 
suing saw  the  county  of  DeWitt  ini- 
tiated into  separate  civic  life. 

From  1839  to  the  very  year  in  which 
Mr.  Lincoln  was  elected  President  of 
the  United  States,  DeWitt  county  was 
continuously  a  part  of  the  old  Eighth 
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FOUR  DATS  OF  RACING  AT 
FOREST  PARK;  GREAT  CROl 

With  the  cream  of  the  race  horl 
— trotters,     pacers       and     runnerJ 
from  stables     in  Kentucky,     India! 
Iowa,     Nebraska,   Colorado,     IllinJ 
Wisconsin,    Idaho,    Missouri,    the 
kotas  and  many  other  states,  over 
in  number  70  of  which  are  jumpers] 
the  paddocks  at  Forest  park  Sundl 
the  horsemen     as  well     as  the  gr| 
throng  of  spectators,  were  eager 
the  start  of    the  four-day    races 
Tuesday,  and  will  continue  until 
day  evening.     The  sport  promises) 
surpass  anything  ever     attempted! 
central  Illinois  in  recent  years.  Ms 
of  the  horses  here    are  grand  circ 
contenders,  so  fast  time  in  the  varid 
heats   of  the  several  races  may  rf 
sonably  be  expected. 

On©  of  the  Outstanding  Horses.  I 
Perhaps  the     outstanding     entry| 
Easter  Mary,  who     will  be  driven 
Fitzpatrick,  and  race  under  the  colj 
of  the  Mid-West  stables.     This  paJ 
went  a  mile  in  the  grand  circuit  raj 
at  Toledo,  O.,  last    week  in  2:00 
and  her  entry  in  the  free-for-all  p^ 
Friday  is  taken  by  horsemen  to  m< 
that  she  will  probably  break  the  h£ 
mile     track  record     of     2:05   1-4 
during  the  fair  last  year  by  Hollyrc 
Vola. 

While  she  is  now  being  touted 
win  the  feature  race,  there  are  sj 
eral  other  fast  horses  with  recoi 
of  2:021-2  to  2:05  entered,  whj 
insures  the  race  will  be  no  wal 
away  for  the  entrant  of  the  Mid-wJ 
stables. 

The   track   is   in   perfect   conditij 
and   the   morning  workouts   have 
tracted  many  people  to   Forest  pt 
dring  Friday  and  Saturday. 

The  entries  for  each  race  promj 
to  be  so  large  that  the  first  two  he{ 
of  the  harness  races  will  have  to 
run  in  tiers,  the  winners  of  first 
second  places  competing  In  the  fii 
heat. 

Jeff  Cain,  superintendent  of  trs 
and  speed,  notified  the  horsemen  eai 
Monday  that  qualification  heats  woil 
be  held  between  8:00  and  11:00  ea| 
morning  of  the  day  of  the  races. 
Pearson  Carnival  Co.  Arrives. 
The  Pearson  Carnival  company  J 
rived  on  the  grounds  early  Sundc 
morning  for  the  four  days  of  festivit. 
for      business   Mnnrls 
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Someone  has  recently  raid— yet 
perhaps  not  ao  well  said— that  "there 
Is  nothing  new  to  be  told  ahout  Abrar 
ham  Lincoln." 

As  such  statement  applies  to  the 
old  well-beaten  Lincoln  trails  in  Ken- 
tucky and  southwestern  Indiana  and 
In  and  about  New  Salem  and  Spring' 
field,  Illinois,  and  the  comparatlvelj 
short  stay  of  Mr.  Lincoln  at  the  capi 
tal  of  the  Nation,  there  Is  more  or 
less  ot  truth  In  the  assertion. 

As  such  statement,  however,  applies 
to  a  region  somewhat  off  these  beaten 
trails,  a  region  which  can  boast  of  a 
Lincoln  history  all  of  Its  own,  a  region 
which  was  known  to  the  pioneers, 
and  their  descendants  as  well,  as  the 
Salt  creek  valley  of  cenral  Illinois, 
the  statement  is  not  so  accurate. 

In  the  Lincoln  days,  the  valley  of 
Salt  creek  was  materially  differen- 
tiated as  a  settlement  from  the  valley 
of  the  Sangamon.  Geographically 
speaking,  the  valley  of  the  Salt  was 
then,  as  now.  a  part  of  the  -valley  of 
the  Sangamon,  for  Salt  creek,  hav- 
ing its  rise  in  McLean  county,  paral- 
leling the  Sangamon  on  the  north 
some  3D  miles  distant,  following  wes- 
terly through  what  is  now  DeWitt 
and  Logan  counties  and  draining  au 
imperial  domain  of  more  than  a 
thousand  square  miles,  emptied  its 
waters  into  the  Sangamon  about  ten 
miles  north  of  Lincoln's  New  Salem. 

Communitively  speaking,  however, 
the  valley  of  the  Salt  and  the  Sanga- 
mon in  the  Lincoln  days  were  distinct 
and  separate.  Thirty  milts  over 
brldgelesa  streams,  roadless  prairies 
and  miring  marshes  constituted  a 
day's  journey.  Visitation  between  the 
two  valleys  was  Infrequent  and  the 
inhabitants  or  each  valley  lived  large-  | 
ly  unto  themselves. 

Abraham  Lincoln,  however,  knew 
the  valley  of  the  Salt  as  well  as  he 
knew  the  valley  of  the  Sangamon.  He 
surveyed,  embryo  towns  and  farma 
along  Salt  creek  and  highways  across 
It.  He  practiced  law  In  ciapboarded 
court  houses  in  and  about  the  valley. 
He  knew  the  pioneers  of  the  valley, 
visited  their  homes,  tried  their  law- 
suits entertained  them  with  hiB  ready 
wit  and  Inspired  them  with  his  home- 
spun philosophy  and  wisdom. 

Prior  to  the  year  1839.  Sangamon 
and  Macon  counties,  as  then  consti- 
tuted, spread  all  over  central  Illi- 
nois. In  that  year,  14  new  counties 
were  created  by  the  General  Assem- 
bly of  Illinois.  These  were  carved 
out  of  territory  included  in  the  then 
organized  counties.  Two  of  theae 
new  counties  were  established  in  thej 
valley  of  Salt  creek.  One  was  carved 
out  of  the  old  Sangamon,  the  other 
out  of  Macon.  The  county  carved 
from  Sangamon  was  my  own  county 
of  Logan.     The  county   carved  from 


I  Macon    ■ 


county  of  De- 


It  is  interesting  on  this  occasion  to 
Inquire  as  to  the  personality  of  the 
Individual  officially  responsible  for 
the  creation  of  these  two  Salt  creek 
counties.  The  answer  is  found  in  the 
records  of  the  Eleventh  General  As- 
sembly of  Illinois.  The  bills  creating 
these  counties  emanated  from  the 
Committee  on  Counties.  The  chair- 
man of  that  committee  presented  the 
bills  to  the  Legislature,  recommend- 
ed their  passage  and  saw  them  enact- 
ed into  laws.  The  chairman  of  that 
committee  was  Abraham  Lincoln. 

As  a  matter  of  fact,  county  division 
was  the  initial  Issue  which  brought 
Abraham  Lincoln  Into  the  forum  of 
politics.  One  year  after  his  arrival 
at  New  Salem,  the  inhabitants  of  that 
settlement,  harboring  an  ambition  to 
have  New  Salem  made  a  county  seat 
of  a  new  county,  prevailed  upon  Mr. 
Lincoln  to  announce  himself  as  a 
candidate  for  the  Legislature.  Mr. 
Lincoln  ran  but  was  defeated. 

Two  years  later,  Mr.  Lincoln  was 
again  a  candidate  for  the  Legislature 
and  was  successful.  He  was  re- 
elected biennially  until     1841.     Prior 


to  1837\Jhe  was  legislatively  en- 
grossed in  the  efforts  to  secure  the 
capital  of  the  state  for  Springfield. 
That  purpose  accomplished,  he 
turned  his  attention  to  other  matters. 
By  the  year  1839,  New  Salem  had 
almost  ceased  to  be,  but  Petersburg, 
hard-by,  which  Mr.  Lincoln  had  him- 
self previously  surveyed,  succeeded 
to  New  Salem's  ambition  to  become  a 
county  seat  of  a  new  county.  The 
pioneers  eastward  In  the  valley  of 
Salt  creek  also  began  movements 
looking  toward  the  creation  of  other 
new  counties  to  be  carved  out  of  San- 
gamon and  Macon.  They  importuned 
Mr.  Lincoln  for  assistance  along  these 

Was  it  by  accident  or  choice  that 
the  year  1839  found  Mr.  Lincoln  chair- 
man of  the  Committee  on  Counties  In 
the  General  Assembly?  Unquestion- 
ably, it  was  choice  on  the  part  of  Mr. 
Lincoln.  Assuming  the  position,  he 
remembered  his  friends  in  and  about 
Petersburg  and  eastward  in  the  valley 
of  the  Salt.  He  sympathized  with 
their  ambitions.  As  a  result  and 
largely  through  his  efforts,  February 
S,  1S39,  saw  Menard  and  Logan  coun- 
ties established  and  March  2nd  en- 
suing saw  the  county  of  DeWitt  ini- 
tiated into  separate  civic  life. 

From  1S39  to  the  very  year  In  which 
Mr.  Lincoln  was  elected  President  of 
the  United  States,  DeWitt  county 
continuously  a  part  of  the  old  Eighth 
Judicial  District  which  'Mr.  Lincol: 
traveled  and  In  which  he  practiced 
law.  In  the  old  brick  court  house 
which  occupied  the  Clinton  public 
square,  for  nearly  two  decades, 
Lincoln  was  present  at  substantially 
srm  of  the  DeWitt  cii 
For  fairly  20  years,  he 
practically  a  member  of  the  DeWitt 
county  bar. 

The  senatorial  campaign  of 
wherein  Lincoln  and  Douglas  strove 
for  supremacy  Was  an  epic  in  the  his 
tory  of  Illinois  and  Influenced  the 
thodght  or  the  whole  Nation.  The  cits 
of  Clinton  figured  distinctively  in 
that    famous   campaign. 

On  July  9,  1858,  Douglas  spoke 
Chicago  to  a  tumultuous  crowd.  The 
next  day,  in  the  same  city,  Lincoln 
made  reply.  On  July  16  Dou 
spoke  at  Bloomlngton,  Lincoln  being 
present.  The  following  day,  Douglas 
spoke  at  Lincoln  at  the  noon  hour, 
and  later,  i  the  afternoon  at  Spring- 
field. That  same  night,,  at  Spring- 
field, Lincoln  again  replied  to  Doug- 
few  days  later,  Douglas  met  with 
his  Central  committee  In  Springfleld 
and  a  regular  speaking  itinerary  for 
Douglas  was  arranged.  This  itiner- 
ary began  with  a  meeting  scheduled 
for  finton  for  July  27,  in  the  after- 
noon, followed  by  a  date  set  for  Mon- 
ticello  for  July  29.  Thus  Douglas' 
regular  speaking  campaign  was  to 
begin  at  Clinton,  as  it  actually  did. 

At  the  Clinton  meeting,  Douglas 
spoke  for  three  iiours.  Lincoln  was 
one  of  his  auditors.  Mr.  Lincoln's 
presence  on  that  occasion  was  severe- 
ly criticized  by  the  Chicago  Times, 
particularly  In  view  of  the  fact  that 
friends  of  Mr.  Lincoln,  secured  his 
consent  to  reply  to  Douglas  at  Clin- 
ton, that  same  night,  at  an  Impromptu 
meeting. 

In  reporting  the  occurrence,  the 
Times  made  the  statement  that  not 
more  than  2B0  "could  be  Induced"  to 
attend  the  Lincoln  meeting,  but  the 
statement  has  been  discredited  by 
those  present.  Mr.  Lincoln  spoke  to 
a  large  audience.  In  this  address,  Mr. 
Lincoln  used  the  famous  phrase  which 
is  inscribed  upon  the  monument  we 
dedicate  today: 

"You  can  fool  all  the  people  part 
of  the  time  and  part  of  the  people  all 
the  time,  but  you  cannot  fool  all  the 
people  all  the  time." 

Two  days  after  the  Clinton  meeting, 
Lincoln  and  Douglass,  on  route  to 
Montlcello,  met  at  the  modest  home  of 


where  Douglas  formally  accepted 
F.  E.  Bryant  in  Bement,  Illinois, 
Lincoln's  challenge  for  joint  debates, 
named  the  seven  cities  In  which  such 
debates  were  to  lake  place  and  stipu- 
lated the  terms. 

In  the  light,  therefore,  of  the  many 
contacts  of  this  community  with 
Abraham  Lincoln  In  his  formative 
days,  it  Is  signally  fitting  and  appro- 
priate that  a  life-sized  statue  of  him 
should  be  erected  in  the  Clinton  court 
house  square  In  perpetual  memory  of 
bis  attributes   and  deeds. 

I  congratulate  the  citizens  of  De- 
Witt  county  upon  the  erection  of  tills 
monument.  I  congratulate  Attorney 
L.  0.  Williams,  of  the  DeWitt  county 
bar,  for  his  public  serv&ice  in  origi- 
nating the  idea  and  the  carrying  of 
that  idea  to  a  successful  conclusion. 
I  congratulate  any  and  all  who  have 
played  a  part  In  the  movement  The 
erection  of  this  monument  will  bB 
abiding  source  of  civic  and  patriotic 
pride   to  generations  yet  to  come. 

I  would  not  be  doing  Justice  to  thtt 
occasion,  however,  if  I  left  the  Ini- 
predion  that  this  monument  we  un- 
veil is  merely  a  memorial  to  an  Abra- 
ham Lincoln  of  any  particular  locality 
or  event  of  any  circumscribed  em 
vlronment.  It  Is  far  more  than  that. 
It  is  likewise  a  memorial  to  a  Lin- 
coln of  universal  thought  and  action. 
It  is  a  memorial     to  an  ever-abiding 

The  Abraham  Lincoln  we  know 
day  is  not  alone  the  Lincoln  of  the 
Sangamon  or  the  Salt  creek  calleys. 
He  is  not  alone  the  Lincoln  of  Illi- 
nois nor  yet  alone  of  the  United 
States.  The  Lincoln  we  know  today 
is  the  Lincoln  of  the  whole  civilized 
world. 

Abraham  Lincoln  grew  as  his  world 
widened.  The  world  of  his  adoles 
cence  was  the  valley  of  the  Ohio.  The 
world  of  his  maturity  was  the  valley 
of  the  Mississippi  proper,  from  tbe 
Sangamon  to  the  Gulf.  The  world  of 
his  Presidency  was  the  wholi 
world,  as  he  found  it,  and  tin 
he  faced  and  the  manner  in  which  he 
faced  them  gave  him  internation 
ality. 

Kentucky  gave  him  to  Illinois,  b 
way  of  Indiana,  as  the  forest  ra-ngei 
Illinois  gave  him  to  the  Republic  a 
the  arbiter  ot  national  destinies  i 
the  hour  of  crisis.  The  Republic  gave 
him  to  the  world  as  the  morning 
of  humanity. 

Stanton  sensed  the  internatlonality 
of  Lincoln  when  he  exclaimed:  "Now 
he  belongs  to  the  ages."  Beecher 
sensed  it  when  he  said:  "W 
to  you,  Illinois,  a  mighty  conqueror, 
not  yours  but  the  nation's,  not  oure 
but  tbe  world's." 

The  strength  of  Lincoln's  Gettys- 
burg speech  iB  not  so  much  in  Itf 
purity  of  English  as  In  Its  univer- 
sality of  application.  It  was  a  mes- 
sage to  men  everywhere.  It  bore  the 
stamp  of  omnipresence.  It  was  a  call 
for  a  "new  birth  of  freedom."  in  order 
that  government  of,  by  and  for  the 
people  should  not  perish,  not  from 
the  United  States  alone,  but  "from 
the  earth." 

The  strength  of  Lincoln's  second 
inaugural  was  In  its  internationally. 
It  echoed  am  angelic  anthem  t 
on  earth."  It  opened  with  an  orison 
that  "the  scourge  of  war  may  speed- 
ily pass."  It  tremoloed  a  strain  of  J 
"malice  toward  none  and  charity  to 
all."  It  finaled  a  crescendo  that  all 
should  be  done  which  would  "achieve 
a  just  and  lasting  peace,"  not  only 
"among  ourselves,"  but  "with  all  na- 

Ou  an  occasion  of  this  kind  what 
can  anyone  say  of  the  character  and 
achievements  of  this  great  soul  that 
has  not  already  been  said.  Thousands 
of  histories  and  biographies  of  him 
have  been  written.  Every  complimen- 
tary adjective  known  to  the  mother 
tongue  has  been  used  at  one  time  or 
another  to  describe  his  characteris- 
tics. To  place  his  life  and  services 
In  any  new  light  would  require  the 
coining  of  new  words  and  the  inven- 
tions of  new  ideas.  I  am  not  equal 
to  such  a  task. 

But  if  you  would  ask  me  what,  In 
my  humble  Judgment,  were  the  chief 
attributes  which  made  Lincoln  great, 
vould  reply  that  primarily  they 
re  three  In  number,  his  honesty, 
humility  and  his  humanity.  And 
corollaries  to  these,  I  wonld  add 
his  persistent  industry,  his  intellec- 
tual and  moral  worth,  his  power  of 
trol,  his  wonderful  sense  of 
his  devotion  to  the  cause  of 
people  and  his  optimistic 
belief  In  the  ultimate  triumph  of  the 
eternal  truth. 

Abraham     Lincoln  was     Inherently 

id  constitutionally  honest.  His  hon- 
esty was  not  merely  that  legal  hon- 
esty which  Insures  one  against  In- 
volution in  the  meshes  of  the  law, 
merely  that  conventional  honesty 
which  1b  said  to  be  the  "best  policy," 
with  accent  on  the  "policy,"  but  that 
honesty  which  Is  absolute  and  funda- 
mental, an  honesty  tuat  Is  the  host 
principle,  a  moral  honesty,  an 
honesty  for  honesty's  sake,  an  honest- 


to-God  honesty. 

Lincoln  was  a  man 
preme  self-control.  He  never  lost  hla  | 
temper  or.  if    he  did,  he    never  evi-  | 
denced   It.     He   turned     aside   harsh  | 
criticism  with  a  soft  answer  or  i 
story.    He  always  bided  his  time  with  | 
patience.     He  considered     the  propl- 
if  events.    He  held  the  bor- 
in  line,  despite  radical  op- 
position, and  by  so  doing  won  the  war 
and  saved  the  Union. 

He  had  a  great  sense  of  justice. 
That  sense  of  justice  was  so  great 
that  he  would  espouse  the  cause  of 
;  enemy  if  be  thought  bla 
enery  was  right.  Like  Henry  Clay, 
his  model,  he  would  rather  be  right 
than  be  President  and  he  was  both. 
He  carried  no  concealed  daggers.  No 
serpent's  trail  crossed  his  path.  No 
cloud  of  dishonor  shadows  nls  grave. 

Abraham  Lincoln  was  humane.  He 
always  tempered  justice  with  i 
He  was  ever  humble,  whether  In  cabin  I 
or  mansion.  Clothes  were  only  [ 
clothes  to  him.  It  was  the  man  un- 
derneath which  counted  and  he  dif- 
ferentiated men,  not  as  great  or  small, 
hut  as  right  or  wrong. 

Of  profound  convictions,  his  opin- 
ions were  formed  among  the  cloud- 
capped  regions  of  rarefied  thought 
and  lofety  principle.  His  course  was 
guided  by  the  fixed  star  of  truth  and 
duty  and  his  ultimate  purpose  was 
God  and  country  and  universal  justice  | 
to  .all  mankind. 

When  the  tocsin  of  Civil  war  ws 
sounded  and  soldiers  were  needed  t 
fight  for  the  flag,  there  was  no  dearth  j 
of  volunteers.     Into  the  arena,  full- 
panoplled,  there  sprang  leaders,  tried  [ 
and  true,  in    the  Impending  struggle. 
The  prairies  and  valleys  of  the  North  I 
shook  with   the   tramp     of  marching  | 
millions  and     deeds  or    heroism  i 
blazoned  every  star  and  stripe  on 
Nation's  flag. 

Yet  all  In  vain  would  have  been  the  | 
loss  of  life  and  treasure  if  an 
tive  had  ndt  been  found  In  that  fear-  I 
ful  night  of  war,  courageous,  able  and  I 
self-controlled,  not     too    radical  i 
yet  too  conservative,  endowed  with  a  I 
wisdom  comprehending     every  phase 
of  human  life,    an    ability    to  i 
without  mistake,   complications 
intricate  and  a  faith  sufficiently  sub-  | 
lime  to  remove  mountains. 

On  the  prairies  of  our  own  Illinois  | 
was  such  an  executive  found. 

Untouched  by  dogma,  a  child  of  the  I 
elemental,  a  giant  sprung  from  the  I 
loins  of  tbe  common  people  and  In  f 
tftuch  with  every  gradation  of  their  I 
daily  lire,  he  saved  the  Nation,  gave  [ 
lfberty  to  a  people,  and  his  name  I 
lives,  and  it  will  live  eternal  in  every  | 
;heart-beat  of  the  human  rai 
Abraham  Lincoln:  ot  central  Illinois.  I 


July  38,  1932 


Postmaster 
Clint  on,  Illinois 

Dear  Sirs 

Will  you  picas©  inform  us  as  to  whether  there 
was  a  Lincoln  stntue  dedicated  in  Olinton  on  lovember 
11,  1931?     If  so  who  was  the  sculptor  and  was  the 
statue  life  sis©? 

We  have  re  nay  for  iaiaediate  publication  a 
book  on  all  the  Lincoln  statues  in  America  *cnd  would 
like  to  include  this  one. 

fe  will  be-  very  grateful  for  any  information 
you  may  be  able  to  give  us. 

Sincerely, 

___««___^__^  Director 
Lincoln  Historical  Heseorch  Foundation 

LA*/E 


»f  V     %     #J 


JUly  29,  1932 


Mr.  Lawrence  B.  Stringer 
Lincoln,  Illinois 

Bear  Mr.  stringer; 

W©  saw  an  account  of  your  address  at  a 
Lincoln  statue  dedication  in  Slinton,  Illinois  on 
Mwm&amr  31,  1931  in  the  Sielby  County  Leader  for 
July  28,  1932. 

We  have  ready  for  teaediate  publication 
a  book  on  all  the  Lincoln  statues  in  America  and 
would  like  to  include  this  one.     S$  will  be  very 
grateful  if  you  can  inform  us  as  to  the  name  of 
the  sculptor,  whether  the  statue  was  life  sisse  Qt 
not  ?nd  any  other  available  information. 

Sincerely, 


i 


_  Bi  rector 

Lincoln  Historical  Besearch  Fotm&ation 

%m  fa 


COUNTY   COURT 

LOGAN   COUNTY,   ILLINOIS 

LAWRENCE  B.  STRINGER,  JUDGE 


Lincoln,  ill., July  29 


Dr.  Louis  A.  Warren, 

Lincoln  Research  Foundation. 

*ort  Wayne,  Ind. 

Dear  Doctor: 

I  have  yours  of  recent  date  with  inquiries  as  to  the  Lincoln  statue 
dedicated  by  me  at  Clinton,  Illinois,  last  Irmistice  ^ay. 

The  statue  is  a  bronze  life-size  statue,  ft  has  a  rather  unique  history 
with  the  details  of  which  I  am  not  altogether  familiar  save  in  a  gen- 
eral way.  It  was  originally  sculptured  by  a  felgian  sculptor,  Clinton 
Van  Sergen,  who  is  said  to  have  come  to  America, during  the  Civil  War, 
for  the  special  purpose  of  making  a  statue  of  *r.  Lincoln.  tte  had  per- 
sonal contacts  with  Mr.  Lincoln, obtaining  sittings,  so  it  is  said,  and 
was  one  of  the  few  Lincoln  statue  artists  who  actually  knew  Mr.  Lin- 
coln. 

For  some  reason  or  other,  the  original  work  was  not  given  prominence 
at  the  time  of  its  execution  but  was  laid  aside  in  a  warehouse.  In  re- 
cent years,  a  Chicago  firm  £the  name  of  which  I  do  not  have)  secured 
the  work  and  made  a  bronze  cast  from  it, which  cast  was  secured  by  the 
citizens  of  Clinton,  through  the  offices  of  Attorney  L.O.Williams,  of 
Clinton,  and  one  Hugh  Clark,  of  Clinton, the  latter  having  Chicago 
connections. 

By  writing  *r.  Williams,  you  will  be  able  to  get  the  details  more 
definitely, 

While  I  was  not  in  Clinton  longenough  to  collect  the  data  myself,  I 
am  confident  that  the  statue  is  the  Tan  Bergen  statue.  I  consider  it 
a  wonderful  piece  of  work.  I  have  been  a  Lincoln  investigator  for 
many  years  and  my  life  sketch  is  in  "Who's  Who." 

Bespectfully, 


August  1,  1922 


Kr.  Lawrence  B.  Stringer 
County  Court 
Lincoln,  Illinois 

fiy  dear  Mr*  Stringer: 

Thank  you  for  your  vary  prosit  reply  to  ay  Inquiry 
about  the  statue  at  Clintoit,  Illinois. 

At  your  suggestion  we  ©111  write  Mr.  Williams  and 
I  am  sure  he  will  be  able  to  give  us  the  information  we 
desire » 

Very  sincerely  yours. 


Director 
L&WiLH  Lincoln  Historical  Beseareh  Foundation 


August  X,  1933 


Mr*  It*  0*  Williams 
Clinton,  Illinois 

lip  deer  Mr.  Williams* 

»»©  have  been  advised  by  Mr.  Lawrence  B.  Stringer 
of  Lincoln,  Illinois,  thet  you  could  give  us  some  in- 
formation about  the  Lincoln  statue  erected  at  Clinton 
on  last  Armistice  Say.  We  are  preparing  a  brochure  on 
Lincoln  statues  in  America  and  would  like  sot  only  to 
have  a  photograph  of  the  statue  at  Clinton,  but  also  a 
history  of  the  sculptor  and  the  donors  of  this  work. 

Tory  likely  one  of  your  local  photographers  has 
a  negative  he  would  be  glad  to  strike  a  print  from* 

As  our  brochure  is  all  ready  to  go  to  press  we 
would  appreciate  w&xf  much  /our  assistance  In  this  matter. 

Yery  sincerely  yours, 


Director 

IAW.LH  Lincoln  Historical  -Research  Foundation 


LOUIS    O.WILLIAMS 


EMERSON    M.WILLIAMS 

Williams  and  Williams 

LAWYERS 
Glinlon,  Illinois 


Aug.    1 
19   3  2 


The  Lincoln  National  Life 

Insurance  Company 

Louis  A.  Warren,  Director 

Lincoln  Historical  Research  Foundation 

Fort  Wayne,  Indiana 

My  dear  Sir: 

Your  letter  of  July  28th,  addressed  to 
the  Postmaster  at  Clinton,  Illinois,  concerning 
the  Lincoln  statue  here.,  -was  handed  to  me  for 
answer. 

We  erected  a  life  size  statue  to  Abraham 
Lincoln  on  November  11,  1931.   The  sculptor  was 
Van  Den  Bergen,  a  Belgium,  who  came  to  America 
during  the  life  of  Mr.  Lincoln  and  made  a  study 
from  life  from  which  he  made  the  statue.  We 
feel  that  it  is  rather  an  excellent  piece  of 
work. 


I  am, 


L0W:C 


Trusting  this  may  be  what  you  desire, 


Respectfully  yours, 


August  3,  1932 


Mr*  L.  0.  Williaras 

e/o  .» ill  leas  &  William 

Clinton,  Illinois 

My  deer  Mr.  Williams* 

1  anticipate  that  our  letters  have  crossed  end  by 
this  time  you  have  some  additional  requests  which  I  have 
taken  the  liberty  to  ask. 

If  this  statue  is  a  heroic  bronte,  that  is,  life 
sis©  of  Lincoln,  I  am  sure  we  will  want  s  good  picture  of  it 
to  use  in  our  Lincoln  brochure  which  is  now  ready  for  the 
press*  If  there  is  no  photographer  there  who  has  a  negative, 
will  you  not  hare  one  made  for  us  at  your  very  earliest  con- 
venience and  mod.  us  the  bill  for  the  same*  Of  course,  we 
want  a  glossy  print. 

Any  information  you  may  be  able  to  give  us  about  the 
statue,  of  course,  will  be  woven  into  the  write-up  about  it. 

^&ry  sincerely  yours. 


Director 
LAisLH       Lincoln  Historical  JBesearch  Foundation 
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Clinton  ceremony  will  celebrate  noteworthy  Lincoln  speech 

By  EDITH BRADY-LUNNY  -  For  the  Herald  &  Review 

CLINTON  -  The  anniversary  of  the  Abraham  Lincoln  speech  when  he  spoke  of  fooling  "all  the  people  some  of 
the  time"  will  be  commemorated  Thursday  with  a  rededication  ceremony  of  a  statue  of  the  former  president. 

The  Clinton  Looking  for  Lincoln  Committee  will  host  the  ceremony  at  7  p.m.  at  Mr.  Lincoln's  Square  in 
downtown  Clinton. 

The  Lincoln  statue  by  Albert  L.  Van  Den  Bergen  was  first  dedicated  Nov.  11,  1931,  in  a  ceremony  that  began  at 
Clinton  United  Methodist  Church  three  blocks  east  of  the  square  and  ended  on  the  lawn  of  the  former 
courthouse. 

The  committee  chose  Thursday  as  the  day  for  the  ceremony  because  Lincoln  made  his  speech  with  the  famous 
phrase,  "You  can  fool  all  of  the  people  some  of  the  time  and  some  of  the  people  all  of  the  time,  but  you  cannot 
fool  all  of  the  people  all  of  the  time,"  in  Clinton  on  July  27,  1858. 

The  2006  dedication  service  will  include  recognition  of  the  families  of  1 0  Civil  War  soldiers  who  were  present 
for  the  1 93 1  dedication.  Three  others  were  unable  to  attend  but  were  honored.  Nine  of  the  1 0  soldiers  present  for 
the  original  service  were  in  their  eighties  and  one  was  in  his  nineties. 

The  families  of  the  Civil  War  veterans  will  be  recognized  Thursday  along  with  any  residents  who  attended  the 
1931  ceremony. 

The  statute  dedication  will  include  several  local  speakers  who  will  talk  about  Lincoln,  the  1 6th  president. 

Edith  Brady-Lunny  can  be  reached  at  eblunny@mchsi.com. 


http://www.herald-review.com/articles/2006/07/23/news/local_news/1016580.prt  7/25/2006 
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City  will  rededicate  statue  of  Lincoln 

By  Edith  Brady-Lunny 
e  b[u  n  ny  @m  c  hsi.com 

CLINTON  -  A  statue  of  Abraham  Lincoln  will  be  rededicated  on  July  27,  the  anniversary  of  a  speech  often 
cited  as  the  source  of  one  of  the  most  famous  quotes  attributed  to  him. 

The  Clinton  Looking  for  Lincoln  Committee  will  host  the  ceremony  at  7  p.m.  at  Mr.  Lincoln's  Square  in 
downtown  Clinton. 

The  committee  chose  July  27  as  the  date  for  the  ceremony  because  Lincoln  made  a  speech  in  Clinton  on 
July  27,  1858.  In  that  speech,  Lincoln  is  reputed  to  have  said:  "You  can  fool  all  the  people  some  of  the  time 
and  some  of  the  people  all  the  time,  but  you  cannot  fool  all  the  people  all  the  time." 

Illinois  state  historian  Tom  Schwartz  has  said  the  quote  has  been  attributed  to  the  Clinton  speech  and  also 
to  talks  Lincoln  gave  in  Lincoln  and  Bloomington.  The  historian  said  the  evidence  for  the  quote  is  thin,  but  it 
has  become  closely  identified  with  Lincoln. 

The  Lincoln  statue  by  Albert  L.  Van  Den  Bergen  was  first  dedicated  on  Nov.  1 1 ,  1931 .  That  ceremony 
began  at  the  Clinton  United  Methodist  Church  three  blocks  east  of  the  square  and  ended  on  the  lawn  of 
the  former  courthouse. 

The  2006  dedication  service  will  include  recognition  of  the  families  of  10  Civil  War  veterans  who  were 
present  for  the  1931  dedication.  Any  residents  who  attended  the  1931  ceremony  also  will  be  recognized. 

The  statute  dedication  also  will  include  several  local  speakers  who  will  talk  about  the  former  president. 

Copyright  ©  2006,  Pantagraph  Publishing  Co.  All  rights  reserved. 
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